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COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL HOSTELS 

696. Hon ADELE FARINA to the Minister for Education: 
Given that the budget papers outline that enrolments at country high school hostels have decreased, what is the 
government doing to restore the faith of the public in country hostels following the Blaxell inquiry? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied:  
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

The Department of Education, in collaboration with the Country High School Hostels Authority, has responded 
to recommendations made by Justice Blaxell by delivering a comprehensive child-focused complaints system 
that provides hostel residents with several avenues to make complaints; undertaking a review of the delivery of 
the preventative curriculum in schools and developing strategies to ensure that the curriculum is delivered in a 
more comprehensive way; and coordinating and delivering regular and comprehensive training for staff, board 
members and residential college board members in complaints-handling processes, accountable and ethical 
decision making, and protective behaviours. The department received initial funding of $366 011 in 2013–14 to 
implement the response to the recommendations. The new complaints system has been publicised in residential 
colleges and associated schools using posters and a pocket-sized card for each residential college student. 
Information has also been included in the residential college handbook and in school diaries. The authority 
conducted protective behaviour education for all students at its residential colleges. Training on protective 
behaviour was also provided for all of the authority’s boarding staff during 2012. In addition, the Department of 
Education, in consultation with the Public Sector Commission and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, is 
considering the future governance of the authority. I should have something more to say on that in the not-too-
distant future. 
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